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NEWSLETTER
ASSISTANCE/SUPPORT DOG FOR KIERA

arity
Part funded by the ch

During 2020 Kiera’s family researched and started fund raising for Kiera to have an
assistance/support dog – THIS IS KIERA’S STORY….
"Kiera was truly a miracle baby as she was conceived within weeks of her Mum losing her
sister to stillbirth.
However, shortly after Kiera was born an infection she acquired in utero and an incident
that caused a brief loss of oxygen caused two areas of brain damage. Kiera also has
autism, learning difficulties and mild left sided hemiplegia.
It became obvious quite quickly that despite everything Kiera was a happy, determined
little girl who wanted to be mobile. With the help of chiropractic treatment and physio she
was able to crawl at 15 months and walk at 2 years.
Kiera tried hard at school despite her learning difficulties and poor working memory. Her
additional struggles with sensory overload reached the stage where she could no longer
cope with a classroom environment and the only things that would help her to cope were
dogs, wolves and horses.

Sadly, during the onset of puberty Kiera’s brain
reset itself to that of when she was an infant and many
of her life and working memory skills were lost. Although she
had full time support at school, she hasn't been able to attend and
has had to relearn day to day selfcare.
Her left, weaker side of her body is not growing as it should due to the right
side taking the strain of keeping her mobile. She has daily physio and wants to engage
with the outside world again, but is struck with anxiety, panic and again, sensory overload.
She barely leaves the house, or even her room and has frequent attacks.
It was suggested to the family that an assistance dog might be the answer and Kiera was
lucky to be matched with Noodle, a fully trained assistance dog who now lives with the
family full time.
Kiera takes the responsibility of looking after Noodle very seriously, and it is a delight to
hear that she is now confident enough to go out walking in the village of Chobham with
him on her own, and is beginning to enjoy normal everyday life activities with Noodle by
her side.
You will see from the photographs just how much Kiera has improved since having Noodle
in her life."

RIDING FOR THE DISABLED

GROVE SCHOOL HEARING UNIT
Transport £28,000
(LIGHTHOUSE)

£1, 000
Covid-19 has affected so many families and organisations in so
many ways and we received a request from Riding for the Disabled regarding their
5 ponies at Halebourne Lane Farm.
Schools and organisations bring their students with disabilities to RDA, they ride the
ponies and benefit greatly from this vital service. However due to Covid-19, funding to
keep these ponies in feed and stabling has ceased due to the organisations not using
the facility, but the ponies still need to be kept, fed, watered and insured, so by donating
£1,000 towards this we hope the RDA will be able to keep going until the schools and
organisations are back and the students are riding again.

Schools out for summer
THE PARK SCHOOL

t

£3, 000 library projec

These wonderful photos show just how important reading is to the students at The Park
School. The charity was delighted to fund this library project with the support of The
Woking United Reformed Church. The project provides educational books, games and
furniture for the students at The Park School.

Transport is very important to all schools and through the funding of the Children with
Special Needs Foundation, we are giving the students of Grove School Hearing Unit the
opportunity to access local amenities with trips to the local allotments, parks, libraries,
shops, garden centres and sports events. These trips are invaluable in helping the
students improve their language skills and assists with their science and maths projects
along with many other opportunities.
Sponsored by the Phyllis and Sydney Goldberg Trust
and the Frank Brake Trust.

SUNNYDOWN SCHOOL,
CATERHAM
Over the years we have always enjoyed seeing the
students relish the projects we have helped fund and this
latest scheme will be another adventure.
For students at Sunnydown School it is important for them to see projects through
from start to end and finishing off the BBQ and sensory hut area is one of their latest
endeavours.
The sensory garden was funded by Freddie Blumsom Limited and The Children with
Special Needs Foundation financed the cost of over 100 plants, trees and shrubs.
The students took an active part in design and plant choice with the assistance of a local
nursery and will continue to be responsible for learning how to care for their garden and
maintain it now and in the future.

Ladies & gentlemen please
take your “new” seats
JAKE RECEIVES A NEW CAR SEAT
£500
Jake has mild cerebral palsy and needed a specialist car seat to help with his
posture while on long car journeys – now he has his new car seat we wish him
safe and comfortable travels. We would like to thank the gentleman who kindly
made a donation to the charity to make this
possible – you know who you are, and the
charity and Jake’s family are extremely
grateful.

CALLUM RECEIVES A MOULDED SEAT

GRACIE RECEIVES A TOMATO
JOGGER PUSHCHAIR
£843
Gracie is a wonderful 4-year-old young lady with autism, is non-verbal and lacks
basic understanding, so simple tasks are extremely difficult for her. By providing this
specialist pushchair for Gracie it is not only a form of transportation but will allow her
to be more inclusive at nursery therefore helping with her educational needs and
mental wellbeing.
Gracie, we understand that you also like to
sleep in your new tomato pushchair whilst
at nursery, wishing you happy dreams.

ISAAC RECEIVES A NEW BUGGY

£2,400
In 2015 we helped purchase a motorised zippy
wheelchair for Callum who attended Portesbury
School in Camberley.
Callum loves his zippy and drives it daily, but
due to his scoliosis and hip displacement he can
now only tolerate it for short periods of time as it
has a straight back and no cushioning so is quite
uncomfortable for him.
We hope that the purchase of this moulded seat
for his zippy will give Callum all the comfort and
support he needs.

£200
This specialist buggy has meant a great deal
to Isaac and his family. Isaac now joins the
family and his pet dog for lovely long family
off-road walks in the comfort of his new
buggy, his favourite thing to do. Mum really
likes this buggy as it is so much lighter and
easier to push than Isaac’s old one.
Enjoy your lovely walks.

MARTHA - £2,700 TOWARDS NEW
WHEELCHAIR
£2,700
Martha’s family have been very busy fundraising for a new wheelchair for Martha and it a
pleasure for the charity to be able to donate the shortfall.
This is Martha’s story what an incredible young lady, and we know this wheelchair will
make a huge difference to her everyday life.

My name is Martha and I'm 13 years old.
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JACK - £3,000 TOWARDS KIT TO
UPGRADE HIS WHEELCHAIR £3,000
Jack is 15 years old and is a long-term friend of the charity and we are delighted to
continue to be able to help him as his life progresses to the next level.
Jack suffers from Spina Bifida along with other disabilities and is a full-time wheelchair
user. Jack needed an additional piece of equipment to attach to his current wheelchair
to enable him to control the wheelchair himself rather than relying on family members to
push him when he got tired. So, we are delighted that we have helped give Jack some
further independence.
A note from his mum
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I feel the need, the need
for speed
CHILDREN AND FAMILY HEALTH – SURREY
bikes
£700 - for specialist

JACK RECEIVES A
NEW COLT TRIKE

£1, 900

Specialist bikes are important for keeping children with disabilities active. These bikes
help children and young people with a range of musculoskeletal, neurodevelopmental and
neurological conditions.

As a charity we receive lots of communications from families, social services and other
organisations, but sometimes a letter arrives at the charity that speaks for itself and below
is a small section of the letter we received.

The Children with Special Needs Foundation really like to encourage their children and
young people to take up the challenge of managing their own wellbeing through activity
participation and exercise. As a result, purchasing these static bikes for the children’s
physiotherapy department will allow the children the opportunity to try static cycling as part
of their rehabilitation.

Jack is a wonderful and caring little 3-year-old boy. He has a cheeky giggle and even
though he is non-verbal he is very good at communicating through sounds, gestures,
and Makaton signs. Although most of his prowess in signing involves words that relate to
food – he mastered the signs for yoghurt, grapes and biscuits from a very early age! He
adores books, cooking and his baby brother, and since he learned to walk earlier on in the
year he loves playing outside. He is more caring and loving than anyone I have ever met
– he would share anything he has with anyone who wanted it, even his Wotsits which he
absolutely adores; he will be the first in the nursery to comfort a child who has fallen over;
when he’s out for a walk, he will spot a person looking sad and rush over to give them a
hug (last week he climbed into the lap of an eighty year old woman in a wheelchair, she
was delighted!).

Some of the children also struggle hugely with acquiring the life skill of being able to
cycle independently and with the use of static bikes we hope that the skills they learn will
encourage them to ride a bicycle or trike in their own family environment.

CHARITY HELP FUND A TERRAINE BIKE
FOR ARCHIE
Archie lives in Chobham and we have helped Archie before when he was younger and
needed further independence.
The charity always appreciates families that fundraise themselves to achieve goals and
Archie’s family were able to raise more than half the money required to purchase this
super-duper all terrain bike.
The charity had received a very generous
donation from the late Tom Cooper’s friends and
family, and they agreed that Tom would have
liked to help a young man like Archie, living in his
local village, to have a more independent life and
enjoy time out with his family and friends – what
a lovely tribute to Tom – thank you from Archie’s
family and everyone at the Charity.

If Jack were able to have a bike that could suit his particular disabilities that would mean
he could play with his friends and go for walks with his father, brother, and me. It would
also mean that he could build much needed muscle strength and coordination whilst still
having fun. When I write it down like that, they all seem like such little things, but it would
make a world of difference. Being able to join in with play with his neurotypical peers,
being able to have a sense of independence,
being able to learn the mechanics of riding
a tricycle now so that he has a chance of
being able to learn to ride a bicycle when he
is older – all of these things are so vital to a
child his age. And, also like all 3-year olds, he
absolutely hates doing anything he recognises
as therapy, so being able to get him to
exercise while he is having fun will hopefully
be the catalyst to him being
a healthy, active child and adult.
How could we possibly say no?!

SUMMER RECEIVES A MOTOMED BIKE
£2, 800
Summer is 16 years old but was born at only 33 weeks and at just over a year old she was
diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy. Summer must do physiotherapy and take medication all
her life to keep her moving and stop her muscles from tightening up.
At school Summer has access to a MOTOmed bike which is an indoor exercise bike she
can use whilst sat in her wheelchair and can either use her arms or her legs. Summer had
been doing well using this equipment and it had also given her the opportunity to prepare
for her Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award expedition with her school. Unfortunately, due to
Covid 19 Summer never got to go back to school so has not been able to exercise daily on
the MOTOmed bike.
The charity donated the funds to purchase Summer her own MOTOmed bike which will
help her to continue with all her exercise whilst at college and in her family home, and we
hope that one day Summer will be able to complete her Bronze D of E.

Play away
GRACE RECEIVES £300 FOR A NEW
SOFT PLAY AREA
£300
The charity was delighted to fund this soft play equipment for Grace. This equipment helps
Grace to have access to her physiotherapy activities at home, which have been even more
important to Grace through the lockdown period, enabling her to continue with her stability
and strengthening exercise in her home environment.

IAN WOOLDRIDGE FA CUP
Once again students from special needs
schools participated in the Ian Wooldridge
football challenge. The tournament has
been running since 2012 and we are proud
to announce the winning school for 2020
was The Abbey School, Farnham.

DONATIONS

£42, 000

We are extremely grateful to everyone who has donated to the charity over the past year.
Your continued support is very much appreciated by all the families and organisations we
help. It has been a very difficult time for everyone, which makes your continued support
even more special.
Thank you all so much, as you will see from this newsletter, we have been
able to continue ‘putting a smile on tomorrow…today’.

CHARITY GOLF DAY

Swinley Forest

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS

October 2020 – a special day in the calendar as we were able to hold a fundraising event
although with certain restrictions in place.

With the continued support of an anonymous donation, once again we were able to donate
74 Christmas hampers to families from Carwarden School, The Abbey School, Park
School, Sunnydown School and Runnymede & Woking Homestart.

Eight teams participated in one of our annual golf days after Swinley Forest Golf Club
confirmed the golf day could go ahead but with limited numbers and catering facilities.
The Covid pandemic was not going to stand in the way of our teams having a great day
out and even the weather was glorious. An incredible £6,500 was raised so a big thank
you to all those that attended and contributed to this great day.

Below are a couple of letters that show just how much these hampers mean to families.
I wanted to say THANK YOU so much for the hamper I have received today from my sons’
school (Sunnydown), you do not know how much I appreciate this right now; this year has been
an unthinkable year not just with COVID but family circumstances, receiving a hamper like this
means a lot, THANK YOU.
Hope you have a wonderful Christmas.
Thank you, Natalie

Hi, I would just like to say my grandson who
attends Sunnydown Special School came home
today with such a lovely Xmas hamper full of
everything for Xmas.
I would like to say a big thank you it was such
a surprise.
Once again thank you.
Regards Jeanne

MEMORIES FROM THE PAST…
As the children we help grow we often wonder how they are and hope that with
technology and medical strides that they are thriving. So how lovely it was to hear a
story from the past.
Pauline, our chairperson, was at a vaccination centre in Frimley and began talking to
a lovely lady called Jane. Through the conversation, it transpired that the charity
had helped Jane’s daughter Charlotte when she needed a special pair of shoes.
That was 26 years ago, and we were delighted to hear that Charlotte is now
a primary school teacher in Camberley.

FUTURE DATES
4th September 2021 – Summer Boat Party – Runnymeade

MESSAGE FROM OUR FOUNDERS
Gordon and Ann Parris

19 November 2021 - Race Day at Ascot
th

4th December 2021 – Christmas Ball – Runnymede Hotel, Surrey

MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRPERSON
Pauline Way
Welcome to our latest update from CWSNF!
2020 was not the year we had all hoped for and sadly celebrating our 25th Anniversary
year, was not an option. But you know, at CWSNF we love a party, so we will be back up
and running again, with some amazing events later in 2021.
Our charity has no paid staff or expensive offices, which has meant that we have been able
to keep going, thanks to some lovely donations from very generous supporters and a couple
of online Christmas Raffles!
Despite having a reduced income last year, we were still able to help many families and
I hope that the newsletter gives a flavour of those special families, that during this pandemic,
have received some much-needed support.
We look forward to happier times and some great parties and fundraising events in the
coming year and hope that you will be able to dust off your party outfit and join us on the
dancefloor!
Pauline Way

2020 was a tough and strange year for us all in many ways, but although we have
not been able to fund raise, at least you can see from the stories in this All About issue
we have still been able to help a number of children, thanks to your continued support.
We are holding a Summer Boat Party on the Thames on 4th September. If everything
goes to plan and back by popular demand will be our Chinese Feast Evening in
October. Hopefully, our Ascot race day will be back on track on 19th November. We
hope to be able to invite our families once again to the pantomime at Woking New
Victoria Theatre on 3rd December. Our popular Christmas Ball at the Runnymede
Hotel will be on Saturday 4th December with the very entertaining Jersey Boys
performing the cabaret. If you would like further information on our fund-raising events
please get in touch, details are on the back of newsletter.
Sadly, our annual trip to Florida had to once again, be cancelled. This trip enables
eight special needs children to have an educational and team building holiday.
The eight students from Sunnydown School, Caterham will be able to go on our
re-scheduled trip in February 2022.
Last year would have been the 25th anniversary of the charity being founded from
when we were Mayor and Mayoress of Surrey Heath. We had so many celebratory
events planned but sadly all of these had to be postponed; we are planning that these
events will be able to go ahead in 2022.
Gordon and Ann

Patrons List
Russ and Trish Abbott
Stewart and Noel Baseley
Freddie and Rachel Blumsom
Clay and Sue Brendish
Roger and Cathy Chapman
Simon and Caroline Coates
Gerry and Julie Francis
Tom and Mo French
Peter and Melanie Gordon
Alan Greenwood
Pamela Hayton
Marc Hayton
Mark and Hazel Hodding
Ian Irving
Geoff and Elaine Iveson
Tony and Jenny Jamieson
Roger and Sue Jelley
Gary Lineker
Nicky Morris
Pat O’Connor
Tony and Jill Patterson
Giuseppe and Penny Pecorelli
Peter and Julie Phillipson
Jamie Raven
Fiona Rickard
Peter Robinson
Karin Small
Julian Small
Roger and Rosemary Sterry
Graham and Liz Turner
Ray and Jo West
Thandi Wooldridge
RIP Tom O’Connor, we will remember your
Patronage, your laughter and the smiles you
brought to all our families.

Our thanks to the following
for the photographs:
Woking News and Mail
Surrey Advertiser
Newsletter created by:

www.jellybeancreative.co.uk
01372 227950

Children With Special
Needs Foundation

How you can help
The aim of the charity is to raise funds to
support individuals, groups and schools in
their requests for equipment, run on holidays
and tuition as well as providing essential
care for children with special needs in the
local area. It also includes assisting talented
children where there is a proven need.
We work with social workers, doctors,
head teachers and other professionals
who care for children with special needs
and visit all those we help and discuss
with them their future needs. We carry out
all of the above with voluntary help only,
making sure that all money raised is spent
on providing support for the children.
We hold several fundraising events
throughout the year and the dates
are published on our website
www.childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk
Four of our main fundraising events are held
annually. If you would like to support us in any
way you can find out more and contact us at:
info@childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk
GIFT AID please contact us through
our e-mail and we will forward a
copy of the document to you.

Amazon Smile Paypal Donations
If you buy on Amazon remember that you can
make a charitable donation to us using the
Amazon Smile facility.
It’s very easy to complete. Simply go to
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ and go to
“Or pick your own charitable organisation”
then type in Children with Special Needs
Foundation. Every purchase using this
will donate 0.05% to the charity.
We have just received a cheque for £4,000
– keep spending!
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