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Callum’s full story on page 9
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Message From Ann And Gordon Parris

2012 has proved to be another
excellent year for our charity with
us being able to meet many of the

requests we have received.
Our Committee has worked
extremely hard to make sure that our
fund raising targets are achieved.
The visits we have made to families
who have requested equipment or
support have been achieved in a good
time scale, which is very important so
that the families who make requests,
receive help as early as possible and
without too much fuss.
This year we have had two very
successful golf days at Foxhills
Resort and Spa and Swinley Forest

Golf Club as well as our Summer
Ball held at Wentworth Club.
A number of our supporters have
arranged separate fund raising
events for us, which we really
appreciate and the consequent
donations have been fantastic.
We do hope you will enjoy reading
this edition of All About and seeing
the many requests and projects we
are able to fulﬁl and achieve.
Thank you to everyone who
gives so generously to help our
special children.

SPECIAL VISITORS TO THE FUN FAIR
Once again, more than 500
children with special needs
and their families visited the
largest travelling theme park
in the south of England.
The day is an annual event
organised by the charity in
partnership with Billy Davies
and Family. This is the 18th
year that ‘The Davies’ have
so generously donated the
morning free to all
our families.
This year children all received
goodie bags filled with items
kindly donated by Waitrose
Limited, Procter and Gamble,
United Biscuits, Smiffys and
the charity.
To make the morning even
more perfect, our very special
visitor Karina Bryant, Team
GB Bronze Judo medallist
came to meet the children.
Karina was mobbed by the
children and very patiently
signed so many autographs
and showed off her medal –
congratulations Karina, we
are very proud of you.
And that was not all……..
a morning would not be
complete without Micky and
Minnie Mouse, Peppa Pig and
Ipsy and Dispy.
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NEW MINI BUS FOR PARK SCHOOL, WOKING
Unlucky for some perhaps but Friday
13th July was an excellent day for
The Park School, Woking, when
students were presented with a new
17 seater mini bus.
Using donations from Thandi
Wooldridge (a Patron of the charity)
and funds raised by Alan Watkins
(committee member) during his 2009
Captaincy of Wentworth Club, the
charity were able to purchase this
superb mini bus.
CWSNF is also delighted to donate
29 tickets for students to have a day
trip to The Harry Potter Studios,
Hertfordshire and 103 tickets to the
Victoria Theatre in Woking to the
Pantomime later this year, so we wish
you all safe travels to these events in
your new mini bus.
We would also like to congratulate,
the students for winning the Ian
Wooldridge Challenge Football Cup
competition.
This was the inaugural year for this
competition, which was played at
and organised by The Abbey School,
Farnham. The ‘FA Cup’ replica was
presented to Park School by Thandi
Wooldridge. The cup was originally
presented to The Abbey School to
hold the competition by John Terry,
Chelsea Captain.
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Head Teacher, Karen Eastwood
said “We have two old buses
which have become expensive
to maintain, so it is great to
have this new one, especially
as it is a 17 seater which allows
us to take large groups out. It
has a football on the side which
is good because lots of the
children enjoy football”.
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CHARITABLE DONATION WILL BENEFIT ABBEY
STUDENTS FOR THE REST OF THEIR LIVES
The Abbey School’s food technology
kitchen has been completely gutted
and reﬁtted with state of the art
kitchen and dining equipment that
meets the needs of students with
learning disabilities. The room has
been designed to reﬂect a domestic
setting as closely as possible so
students can learn to prepare, cook

and share meals together, just as they
would if living independently.
Following the school’s new Food for
Life Course, students will plan menus
and budgets, go and shop for the
ingredients and cook and eat together.
Special low/high riser sinks have
been incorporated, so nobody escapes
the washing up!

Headteacher, Chris Gardiner
explained:
“It is a great privilege for The
Abbey to have such a facility. The
whole project needed investment of
£24,500 of which The Children with
Special Needs Foundation donated an
amazing £21,000 which is beyond our
wildest dreams. Our students will be
forever indebted to the CWSNF for
their generosity and support. The new
kitchen/diner will allow our young
people to acquire essential life and
social skills and hopefully develop
healthy eating preferences which will
also help enhance their future lives.”
The new room will be dedicated to
the memory of Ian Wooldridge, a
great supporter and fundraiser for the
charity who died tragically in 2010.
Ian’s widow, Thandi, his father,
Brian, and friends from the CWSNF
visited The Abbey to ofﬁcially open
the new kitchen.

Skating On Ice
The charity was pleased
to be able, through
sponsorship, to fund the
first ice rink in a local
church in Woking, in
partnership with the United
Reformed Church.
During the February half
term break, we had a
brilliant four days when
approximately 1000
children, siblings and
parents enjoyed ‘ice
skating’. One of the four
days was just for
children with
special needs
and we were
delighted
that over 200
youngsters
made full
use of the
100 square
metre rink.
Patrons and
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committee members came
along to see the children
having fun, although were
not brave enough to take to
the ice themselves!
We would like to thank the
Reverend Lucy Brierley and
Members of the URC for
giving us the opportunity to
hold such a fun event.

We would also like to thank
Waitrose, Goldsworth Park
and individual sponsors for
funding this event.
Our special needs children
skated free, but funds
raised by paying skaters
totalled £1,289.76, which
was split between us and
the Woking Hospice.
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ISLE OF WIGHT TRIP FOR CATS!!!
Once again the Sands Hotel on
the Isle of Wight hosted our guests
from Co-ordinated Activity
Training group.
The weather was beautiful for their
weekend, and most of the time was
spent on the beach.
Gordon, Ann and committee
members joined the group for a day
and had such fun. It is always special
for families to spend precious time
together, and your generosity helps us
make this possible.

CONGRATULATIONS
Thank you to Hugh Ayling from Procter and Gamble.
Hugh rode from Lands End to John O’Groats, raising
funds for our special children.

News On Our Patrons
Roger Chapman - long
term friend of the charity
and one of our Patrons,
many congratulations on
winning the PGA Senior
Championship in the USA.
Fiona Rickard - Fiona is
a very special friend, and
a valuable Patron, and we
would like to congratulate
her on becoming the Lady
Captain of Wentworth
Club, we hope you have
had a very successful and
enjoyable year.
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CWSNF Charity
Golf Days
Swinley Forest
On a very foggy March morning 72
players turned out to play the beautiful
golf course at Swinley Forest.
Once the fog lifted it turned out to
be the perfect spring day, and a great
time was had by all.
We would like to
thank everyone
at Swinley Forest
for looking after
us all so well, and
for supporting the
charity once again.
Congratulation to
the winning team:
‘Kelly’s Storage’
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DONATION HELPS STUDENTS FROM
CHARTERS SCHOOL, SUNNINGHILL
Students with special educational
needs will beneﬁt from new
equipment thanks to a donation from
the Rotary Club of Ascot. Their fund
raising from a golf day paid for a
laptop which includes a zoom reader
that modiﬁes books for visually
impaired pupils.
The science, food technology and

textiles technology departments
also beneﬁted from specialised
equipment, a ‘punch bag’ was also
provided to help students with
stress management.
We would like to thank the Rotary
Club of Ascot for their continued
support in helping us fund raise to
help our special children.

Thank You Waitrose Goldsworth Park
Shoppers and Waitrose Partners at
Goldsworth Park, Woking recently
boosted the charity’s fund raising by
presenting a cheque for £3,026,
thank you for continuing to fund
raise for us.
The money was raised by a sponsored
walk around Goldsworth Lake,
different competitions held within the
store, a small auction and the charity

also beneﬁted from the Waitrose
Community ‘green tokens’ fund
raising.
As usual as soon as the charity
receives funds they are put to good
use and this money has gone to
sponsor Handicamp 2012.
CWSNF has been involved in
supporting Handicamp for several
years now, and this weekend at

Handicamp gives our special
needs children the opportunity to
experience activities such as wall
climbing, abseiling, canoeing, backwoods cooking, air riﬂe shooting
and archery, which are all part of
the programme over the weekend;
the theme this year was based on the
Olympic Games.
Rob Chisholm, Goldsworth Park
Store Manager presented the
cheque to Gordon, and met Brian
Pinto, Woking Explorer Scouts
Commissioner and Matt Harrison
(17) a student at Kings College,
Guildford who attended Handicamp
for the ﬁrst time this year.
A total of 30 youngsters from
special needs schools attended
the camp, each were paired with a
Woking Explorer Scout as a ‘buddy’
for the weekend – a great time was
had by all.

Enjoy Your Pony Riding
It was with great delight
that we were able to
donate £1,000 to the
Samber Riding School,
based in Chobham,
Surrey.
This group supports
disabled children
from local schools/
organisations: White
Lodge, Freemantles,
and The Orchard
Centre at Hermitage
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School to name a few.
Maybe we have a future
Paralympian in the group!!!!
Ikran, Zain and Lewis
join Gordon, Pennie King
(Samber Treasurer) and
Sue Turok (Chairman of the
Group)
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Horses Take To The
Streets Of Windlesham
It was a beautiful April day and many
people turned out in the sunshine to
be part of the Annual Fullers Shire
Dray Ride in Windlesham, Surrey.
A lively Jazz Band accompanied the
convoy of horse drawn dray wagons,
tractors and trailers to entertain the
spectators.
Supporters were given the
opportunity to call at four of the
Windlesham Hostelries as well as the
Windlesham Club to partake in a little
liquid refreshment whilst enjoying the
live music.

The day raised £1,300 and we
would like to extend our thanks to
John Medhurst and his committee
for organising this annual event, and
raising funds for the Children With
Special Needs Foundation.

Students Have Fun In France
We are always pleased to help students
with special educational needs
experience trips overseas to help with
their education and development.
Students from Loseley Fields School
in Godalming enjoyed a trip to France
to learn about the D-Day Landings as
an introduction to their work on the
Second World War.
Students from Carwarden House
School, Camberley, also had a great
time visiting France taking in the
sights of Paris on a river boat trip,
climbing the Eiffel Tower and visiting
the Louvre.
We hope you all had an amazing time.
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Dear Mr and Mrs Parris,
A huge thank you to you and the trustees for your kind sponsorship
towards our trip to France. Everyone had a fantastic time. We visited
Disneyland, went on a boat trip, climbed up the Eiffel tower and visited
the Louvre (picture above) and lots lots more.
From all the students and staff in the sixth form.
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NEW WHEELCHAIR
FOR CALLUM
Callum was born with cerebral palsy
and other complications several years
ago; as he grows up his needs become
greater and the demands on his family
increase, so it was with enormous
pleasure that the charity was able to
fund the cost of a new wheelchair
for Callum.
The wheelchair costs just over
£9,000, but it is amazing and allows
Callum a little bit of independence

both at home and school; it even
means he can now go to the local
shops with his twin sister Grace.
This is a very special family and we
were delighted to be able to help
them, but we could not have done it
without the money raised from the
rafﬂe at Longacres, Bagshot, funds
from the Fullers Brewery Shire and
Dray Rides on that sunny morning
in April, supported by Bob and The

Stubbs Jazz Band, and also two very
special children Jenna and Harry who
raised £350 by doing a sponsored
walk – thank you.
We wish Patrick and Lorraine
(Callum’s parents) good luck in
catching Callum when he really gets
the hang of that wheelchair – he will
be speedy!!!

CWSNF FUND RAISING EVENTS
Our annual summer ball was held at
Wentworth Club again this year, over
200 guests attended and helped raise
£20,000.
It is always very special to us when
parents of children we have helped
offer to do something for us, so we
were delighted when Petrina offered
to take to the stage. Petrina together
with Maria, a friend of the charity,
have both been professional singers
and entertained us with their beautiful
voices; all the guests were delighted
and gave a standing ovation to show
their appreciation.
During the evening Chris Gardiner,
Head Teacher of the Abbey School,
described to our guests how the
charity has changed so many students
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lives, through funding equipment,
trips and transport over the last few
years. Also Theresa (mother of Archie
who we helped last year) told us how
much the funding from the charity has
helped Archie and them as a family.
We are pleased to say that Archie is
making great progress and we wish
him well for the future.
We also took this opportunity to
ask Thandi Wooldridge to present a
cheque to Chris Gardiner for £21,000.
These funds will pay for a new kitchen
together with equipment to be installed
at the school.
The room was ofﬁcially opened on the
14th September and has been called
‘The Ian Wooldridge Room’. (read
further about this project on page 7).
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FOXHILLS RESORT AND SPA
Our annual Ian Hayton Golf
Day was held on the 15th
May, the sun shone brightly
and the course looked
great for the 24 teams
taking part.
Once again we would
like to thank BMW
Synter, Sunningdale for
sponsoring the ‘hole in one’
competition, and - oh dear
once again none of our
players went home with a

nice new shiny Mini – never
mind maybe next year!!!
We would like to thank
everyone for participating
in this event, and special
thanks go to Chris Evans
and Tom O’Connor for
supporting us, and helping
us raise an amazing
£23,500.
Congratulations to the
winning Team: ‘Aspen
Homes’

Thank You Longacres For Supporting CWSNF
Once again Longacres in Bagshot
has supported the charity in a
fund raising event, and this was in
conjunction with the opening of the
new ‘refurbished’ Longacres.
During the course of one week,
charity committee members and their
friends sold rafﬂe tickets to visitors

coming to Longacres, and what fun
we had. In total £6,000 was raised;
that’s a lot of rafﬂe tickets! On the
ﬁnal day of the draw we were joined
by Tom O’Connor, Patron for the
charity, friends from Longacres and
were all entertained by Bob Webb
playing his saxophone, and of course

Tom concluded the day with some
great jokes and stories.
There were some amazing prizes and
we would like to express our sincere
thanks to the staff and customers of
Longacres for making this a great
fund raising event.

Chop sticks and more …..
Tuesday 11th September saw 90
guests attend the Beijing Chinese
Restaurant in Guildford to support
the charity.
Guests enjoyed a Chinese feast
followed by Elvis, and in doing so
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raised £6000. Thank you everyone
for attending.
The charity would like to thank the
owners Mr and Mrs Lu and the
restaurant manager Tammy for
their tremendous support.
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We were delighted to
support the request of a
local family to help their
two sons who would benefit
from the use of sensory
equipment – all children
love to play with water.
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Meet Rajan, he is very
happy in his ‘Zip’ buggy,
with your continued
support we have funded
this compact lightweight
folding rehab buggy,
enabling him to have
more independence and
enhanced mobility.

Fun F

It is always a great
pleasure to send
our special children
on activity weeks,
as you can see
James is certainly
enjoying himself.

Since we published ‘All About’ Issue 20, we are pleased
to say that we have donated over £100,000 to very good
causes, and we would like to thank everyone who has
supported the charity to enable us to fulfil so many requests
and for helping us put a smile on tomorrow…today.
GBL Electric wheelchair
£9,194
Wheelchair
£1,334
Scouts Handicamp 2012
£3,000
Community Stand
£2,000
CATS 4 day holiday
£5,180
Pantomime tickets
£19,575
St Josephs School
£3,398
Abbey School
£21,000
Charters School
£4,286
Samber, Chobham
£1,000
Park School
£21,000
Plus we fulfilled many more small requests.
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Huge thanks to CWSNF from the Abbey
For the third year in a row, children
from the Abbey School in Farnham
were privileged to be offered the
chance to go on the trip of a lifetime
to Florida funded and organised
by CWSNF. Eight children were
nominated by staff from the school
for this trip. They all had special
educational needs which were
compounded by issues like being
from deprived social backgrounds or
witnessing family domestic violence,
or family breakdown.
Over the years the CWSNF team
of Phil, Jean, Pauline and Tom, led
by Gordon, have built up excellent
supportive skills that enable them
to help and encourage our children
to gain the maximum possible from
such a superb opportunity. The
brilliant preparation beforehand, by
Gordon and Ann, ensured that the trip
ﬂowed smoothly, enabling everyone
to thoroughly immerse themselves in
all the activities.
The children had
so many new
experiences – from
swimming and
interacting with
dolphins to going on
an airboat ride across
the everglades; from
watching a Killer
Whale show to
going on theme
park rides, fast,
slow and wet;
from meeting
characters
from ﬁlms
they had seen
to snorkelling
amongst rays
and ﬁsh in a
coral reef. Even
the apparently more mundane parts of
the trip were new and exciting for the
children: shopping in an American
supermarket, eating in restaurants and
living and working together as a team
of eight children and three staff in a
fantastic American home.
The combination of the CSWNF
team and the staff from the school
enabled a ratio of one adult to every
child allowing all the children to
have the support that they needed
to get the most from the trip. It
was marvellous to see the children
following the adult example of
encouraging each other to achieve
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and try new things. It is true to say
all eight children have blossomed
and grown from their experiences children who found communication
with their peers and adults difﬁcult
started initiating conversations and
talking about the wonders of the trip;
children with a difﬁcult home life
started to open up to staff regarding
their worries and concerns; children
who, due to their difﬁculties, usually
focus on themselves started to listen
to others’ views and to respond
appropriately. They have all learnt
new skills for life such as having the
courage to go into the water with
a life jacket or swimming aid even
though they cannot swim, learning
about everyday personal care such
as showering and eating healthily,
building social skills such as ordering
and eating in a restaurant, taking
turns and supporting others when
they are nervous.
The look of pride, delight and
enjoyment on the children’s faces
as they experienced things that were
new and out of their comfort zone
was a sheer joy to behold by all!!
The conﬁdence and trust built up
during the 11 days away is priceless,
not only to the children themselves
but to their families as well. Huge
thanks to everyone at CWSNF for
giving our children this once in a
lifetime opportunity.
Chris Gardiner, Pat Risley, Helen
Kennedy, The Abbey School,
Farnham

F

Quote from Gordon…….’this was
our 8th trip to Florida and it turned
out once again to be of great beneﬁt
to the 8 students’.
I would like to thank on behalf of the
charity: Mary-Ann Brown and Ray
Stines at Universal, Adrian Jones,
Marcy Harrison and Sarah Vust and
all the team at Legoland, Graham
Hawksworth at Sofetel Gatwick,
David from Florida Villas, David
and Collette Norbury, Mark and
Hannah Erhli, the team at Bucca di
Beppo, Jimmy Carroll and the team
at Planet Holywood, the Principal at
Dr Phillips High School, and Gary
Chisley, Dean of Students at Pace
Brantley School, British Airways,
Tricia Wong at Discovery Cove and
ﬁnally Lisa Larson, Seaworld.
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How You Can Help
The aim of the charity is to raise funds to support individuals,
groups and schools in their requests for equipment, holidays and
tuition as well as providing essential care for children with special
needs in the local area. It also includes assisting talented children
where there is a proven need.
We work with social workers, doctors, head teachers and other
professionals who care for children with special needs and visit all
those we help and discuss with them their future needs.
We carry out all of the above with voluntary help only, making sure
that all money raised is spent on providing support for
the children.
We hold several fund raising events throughout the year, and the
dates are published on our website.

www.childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk
Three of our main fund raising events are held annually. If you
would like to support us in any way you can find out more and
contact us at: info@childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk
GIFT AID please contact us through our e-mail and we will forward
a copy of the document to you.

Future Dates
May 14th 2013 - Ian Hayton Golf Day at
Foxhills Resort and Spa
June 22nd 2013 - Summer Ball at Wentworth Club
7th December 2013 - Christmas Ball at Wentworth Club
For all these events we seek sponsorship, if you are
interested please contact Gordon or Ann on 01276 858608
or e-mail info@childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk and we thank
you for your support.
Tickets for all the above events are available. For further
details visit our website www.childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk
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Our thanks to the following for the photographs in this newsletter.
Surrey Advertiser, Camberley News and Mail
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