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How You Can Help
The aim of the charity is to raise funds to support individuals, 
groups and schools in their requests for equipment, holidays and 
tuition as well as providing essential care for children with special 
needs in the local area. It also includes assisting talented children 
where there is a proven need.
We work with social workers, doctors, head teachers and other 
professionals who care for children with special needs and visit all 
those we help and discuss with them their future needs.
We carry out all of the above with voluntary help only, making sure 
that all money raised is spent on providing support for  
the children.
We hold several fund raising events throughout the year, and the 
dates are published on our website.  

www.childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk
Three of our main fund raising events are held annually. If you 
would like to support us in any way you can find out more and 
contact us at: info@childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk  
GIFT AID please contact us through our e-mail and we will forward 
a copy of the document to you.

Future Dates
Sunday 1st April - Shire Horse and Dray Event around the 
village of Windlesham -with Jazz Band
Tuesday, 15th May  - Ian Hayton Golf Day at Foxhills Resort 
and Spa
Saturday, 23rd June - Summer Ball at Wentworth Club
Saturday, 3rd November - The Breeder’s Cup Horse Race 
Evening
Saturday, 1st December -  Christmas Ball at Wentworth 
Club

For all these events we seek sponsorship, if you are 
interested please contact Gordon or Ann on 01276 858608 
or e-mail info@childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk and we thank 
you for your support.
Tickets for all the above events are available, for further 
details visit our website www.childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk

Registered Charity No. 1062151
Address: ‘Jubilow’, Woodcock Drive, Chobham, Surrey GU24 8SR
Tel: 01276 858608  Gordon Parris Mob: 07725 247 869   
E-mail: info@childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk
www.childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk

Jellybean Creative Solutions,  
4 Bridge Street, Leatherhead  
KT22 8BZ 
www.jellybeancreative.co.uk
01372 227950
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Our thanks to the following for the photographs in this newsletter.
Surrey Advertiser,  Camberley News & Mail, Jackie Lawton and Ben Hensell.

If you are considering raising money for the 

charity, please check the Virgin Money Giving 

website as a way to handle your sponsorship

www.virginmoneygiving.com

Meet Archie, this is a very special 
little 5 year old who suffers from 
Cerebral palsy and needs surgery to 
enable him to walk, the family needed 
to raise funds to send Archie to the 
USA so he could have revolutionary 

A very special young lady called Keely.  

Keely is 8 years old, and also suffers from 

Cerebral palsy. It has given the charity the 

greatest of pleasure to purchase Keely a new 

lightweight specially designed wheelchair, 

to enable her to do what other children take 

surgery – a procedure called Selective 
Dorsal Rhizotomy.  
The family, Archie’s school friends, 
family friends and organisations 
have all been busy fund raising, and 
as a charity we know just how much 
hard work they have been putting 

in; so we were delighted to donate 
£10,000 towards this appeal.  
Archie and his family travelled to 
St Louis, Missouri in January for 
his operation in February, we wish 
Archie a speedy recovery, and hope 
to see him again very soon.  

Archie

Keely
for granted.  As this wheelchair has been made 

especially for Keely it means that she is now able 

to move around on her own, it is much easier for 

her parents to put it in the car for transportation, 

and we hope that this enables Keely to join in and 

have lots more fun with her family and friends.
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Thanks to 964 Eagle Radio stationed 
in Guildford, covering Surrey and 
Hampshire 32 students from local 

But this did not stop over 700 
children and their families 
attending our special fun fair 
morning in August.  The two 
hours enjoyment for these 
children is so generously 

Once again we were able to invite 
some of the individuals, companies 
and sponsors who have helped us 
through the year to raise funds for 
our special children to our Sponsor’s 
Dinner.  We would like to thank 
Giuseppe and Penny Pecorelli for 
sponsoring this fabulous evening.
It is a great way for us to say thank 

My Modern Technology
Matthew is 18 years of age and started university in September.  Matthew is 
visually impaired and to help with his University work Matthew approached 
the Foundation to enquire if we could help with purchasing a desktop video 
magnifier.  This device enables Matthew to access any text book at any time 
in his own study area and to freely choose sections to be fully scanned for 
his electronic access.  The picture shows Matthew busy at work!!

We look back on 2011 as being our 
most successful year, giving us the 
opportunity to donate over £200,000 
to projects supporting children with 
special needs.
This would not be possible without 
our hardworking Committee, the 
support of our Patrons and Sponsors 
and the continued generosity of 
everyone who attends our events.
We have also been able to entertain 
700 children and their parents at 
our Fun Fair day, as well as 1400 
children, siblings and parents at 

the pantomime at the New Victoria 
Theatre, Woking – thanks to Procter 
and Gamble and Foxills Resort 
and Spa.  Twenty children went on 
holiday to Alton Towers for three 
days and eight children had the 
fantastic experience of swimming 
with the dolphins in Florida and 120 
families enjoyed a great holiday in 
our mobile homes at Pagham and 
already this year we are fully booked.  
We were extremely fortunate to have 
the Wooldridge Family arrange an 
event which raised the unbelievable 
sum of £60,000.  The staff at Procter 
and Gamble, Brooklands raised for 
us a staggering £45,000 and we have 
also been the chosen charity of the 
Ladies Captain at Blacknest Golf 
Club.
The charity appreciates the support 
this year given by Chris Evans and 
his wife, Tash, who have attended 
three of our events and have been  
most generous in their support.  Tom 

O’Connor, Russ Abbott, Richard 
Keys and Peter Gordon have also 
played a very active part in the year.  
The support we receive from Foxhills 
Resort and Spa, Pennyhill Park Hotel 
and Spa and Wentworth Club is 
fantastic.
2012 has seen us working in 
partnership with the United Reformed 
Church in Woking to erect an ice rink 
for four days during the half term, 
enabling children with special needs 
to skate at their leisure; this has been 
sponsored by Waitrose, Goldsworth 
Park and a number of individuals.
John Terry, football captain of 
England and Chelsea, visited The 
Abbey School, Farnham where he 
met a number of students and some 
of their “friends” from Carwarden 
House School, Camberley also paid 
a visit.
We do hope you enjoy our 20th 
newsletter All About our special 
children.

Message From Gordon And Ann Parris

Visit to Marwell Wildlife
schools were invited to attend 
Marwell Wildlife as a special treat 
just before Christmas.

The children 
thoroughly 
enjoyed the 
opportunity to 
go to Marwell 
Wildlife and not 
only did they 
get enormous 
pleasure in 
the Winter 
Wonderland but 
it was also an 

educational trip.
The charity provided funds for a 
coach and Kim Robson, a presenter 
at Eagle Radio went along with 
them.  Our special thanks to Emma 
Whittaker-Axon, also from Eagle 
Radio, who arranged the whole trip.
Emma also arranged through Santa 
Fir in Cranleigh to supply two local 
schools with magnificently decorated 
Christmas Trees.
We were also able to deliver to our 
special children, toys from the Eagle 
Radio Christmas toy appeal. 
Thanks Eagle Radio you are stars!

All the fun of the 
fair on a very wet day

donated by Billy Davies and his 
family.  Sadly, our condolences 
were given to the family, as 
Billy’s wife, Celia, had passed 
away earlier in the year. 
Billy Davies and his family have 
continued to support us with 
this free fun fair morning since 
1995 and we have only missed 
two years during this period 
due to bad weather.
The children were also given 

goodie bags donated by 
Waitrose, Smiffy’s and United 
Biscuits.
We hope next year the sun will 
shine on us.

Pennyhill Park Hotel and 
Spa Host Sponsors Dinner

you and for our guests to see and hear 
first-hand just how much their efforts 
are appreciated. 
Between December 2010 and 
December 2011 £200,000 has been 
raised.
The 2011 VIP award was presented 
to Nick Ivil, by one of our Patrons, 
Thandi Wooldridge.

Nick was the inspiration behind 
Gordon and Ann Parris, forming 
the charity 17 years ago.
Nick said – he was so excited 
on getting the award and loved 
attending events and representing 
the charity.
We would also like to extend our 
thanks to our special guests Chris 
and Tash Evans for their continued 
support.   
Our thanks go to the group 
representing Waitrose, they have 
continued to support us through 
donations and sponsorship for the 
past 17 years.



Rob Chisholm, Store Manager pre-
sented the charity with a cheque for 
£1,000.  The donation was made pos-
sible by the store winning a national 
competition for their work in the 
community, especially their monthly 
‘green coin’ collection.
Waitrose, Goldsworth Park will be 
sponsoring the ice skating rink at the 
United Reformed Church, Woking 
during the 2012 February half term, 
300 children and their siblings will 
be having so much fun – thank you 
Waitrose

Once again the charity 
was able to donate 50 
Christmas hampers to 
families from Carwarden 
House School, Camberley, 
Abbey School, Farnham and 
Home-Start, Runnymede.
Thank you Foxhills Resort 
and Spa for your wonderful 
donation and for helping us 
make Christmas special for 
so many families.

1,400 children, siblings and 
parents enjoyed an evening at the 
New Victoria Theatre, Woking to 
see Peter Pan.
Everyone had the most amazing 
time, especially enjoying the 
singing and dancing but most of 
all being sprayed with water by 
the pirates.
Nothing gives us more pleasure 
than to see so many people 
laughing and enjoying themselves, 
our thanks go to Procter and 
Gamble and Foxhills Resort and 
Spa for making this all possible.

In our last newsletter, we reported 
about Harry and the benefits that 
Harry would have by us installing a 
Safespace room at his home.
Committee Members returned to 

Oh yes, it’s panto time again!

Christmas Hampers

Waitrose Goldsworth Park – Thank You

Update on Harry and his Safespace
Harry’s home to meet with his 
parents, Lisa and Patrick, and his 
brothers to find out what progress 
Harry has made and how the 
Safespace had changed family life.

We are happy to report that there has 
been a marked improvement in Harry’s 
behaviour and his daily routine.  He 
loves his “new room” and insisted that 
we all took our shoes off and went into 
his room to see for ourselves.
It is always such a pleasure to re-
visit families to see how they have 
benefitted from our donation; we were 
delighted when Harry’s Mum Lisa 
agreed to come along to our Sponsors 
Dinner and share with our guests 
a short presentation about family 
life before and after Safespace was 
installed.
Harry also joined us at the Pantomine 
for the first time and had a great 
evening.

I would like to thank you on 
behalf of the Co-ordinated 
Activity Training Group 
(CAT) for the donation the 
foundation made to enable 
the group to stay at The 
Sands Hotel on the Isle of 
Wight for a weekend away 
in June 2011.
All ten families are 
extremely grateful to 
the CWSNF for their part 
in enabling this trip to 
happen, as you will see 
from the photographs we 
all had a great time”.

Miss N J Moore 
Chair of CAT

C.A.T.  Co-Ordinate Activity Training



As part of their Business 
Studies examination, five 
students from Hurst Lodge 
School, Ascot chose to 
raise money for our special 
children. they presented 
Ann Parris with a cheque for 
£1,472.62 – thank  you

Once again the charity were pleased 
to donate £3,000 to help towards 
the funding for Handicamp 2011, as 
you will probably know from our 
previous All About newsletters this 
is an amazing weekend, allowing 
special needs children to experience 
a wide variety of activites such as  
abseiling, wall climbing, kayaking 
and archery to name just a few.
       

The students at the Abbey school, Farnham 
were treated to a very big surprise when 
the captain of England and Chelsea visited 
the school.  John Terry met with Gordon 
and Tom from the charity and the Head, 
Chris Gardiner, who introduced him to 
Thandi Wooldridge and her son, Rhett.  
Thandi and Rhett are kindly donating the 
Ian Wooldridge Challenge Cup.
Six students and two teachers from 
Carwarden House School, Camberley had 
also been invited to join the students from 
The Abbey for this special event.
John was then given a tour of the sports 
hall and was introduced to students 
who were using the specialist bicycles 
purchased in the summer by money 
raised by the staff at Procter and Gamble, 
Brooklands.  The students told John how 
they enjoyed their trips to Alice Holt 
Forest, where their tutor, Paul, taught them 
how to ride safely.
John met with another group of students 
who told him about their trip to Florida 
in September and how they enjoyed 
visiting Seaworld, the airboat ride across 
the Everglades and swimming with the 
dolphins at Discovery Cove, but best of 
all.....was Harry Potter!!  They talked 
enthusiastically about their school 
twinning with Pace Brantley School in 
Orlando, Florida.
It was then time for question and answers 
– the students were not slow in coming 
forward asking him numerous questions in 
the 15 minute session.
Then it was on to the school football 
pitch....where John helped the students 
with their football skills and joined in a 
game of football, but somehow 50 students 
against one, was just too much even for 
the Captain of England and Chelsea.
John kindly spend time signing many items 
of football memorabilia, not only for the 
children but also for the teachers.
Before leaving John was delighted to 
present the Ian Wooldridge Challenge 
Cup to the school for a new football 
competition starting this summer for 
special needs schools in Surrey and North 
Hampshire and said ‘I will return’.
The charity is most grateful to Paul 
Nicholls of Elite Management for 
organising this visit.

£2,972.62 Raised By Students

Handicamp 2011

Football Legend visits The Abbey School

We would also like to thank 
students from Collingwood 
College for their generous 
donation of £1,500 which 
they presented to Russ Abbott, 
one of our Patrons; these funds 
were some of the proceeds 
from a fashion show put on by 
the students – well done. 



Whilst we all recognise that 
every child is different, few 
realise just how different 
children with special needs 
are. Each has his or her own 
personality, but each also has 
his or her own different set 
of special requirements, be 
they for physical difficulties, 
learning difficulties, emotional 
difficulties, or sometimes 
all three! To meet these 
complicated needs on a nine 
day residential experience to 
Florida is, to say the least, a 
challenge .This years CWSNF 
trip of a lifetime for eight 
students from The Abbey 
school in Farnham was 
certainly no exception. 
After much discussion we 
took the positive step to take 
children with more complex 
needs than last year. Many of 
the group came from seriously 
deprived social backgrounds, 
and had experienced domestic 
breakdowns, poverty, abuse, 
fostering and being taken into 
care. We knew Gordon and 
Ann’s excellent CWSNF team 
of Phil, Jean, Tom and Pauline 
would help us support the 
children’s needs and also help 
them make the most of this 
exciting adventure they so 
richly deserved. Few of them 
could have ever imagined 
they would one day swim with 
dolphins, fly on a broomstick 
with Harry Potter, or even 
have lunch in an underwater 
restaurant!  
The 2011 trip proved to be a 
huge success. The children 
were great ambassadors for 
the school and foundation 
alike, and it is not an 
exaggeration to say that it has 
once again been life changing 
for those lucky enough to be 
chosen..........but not only in 
the ways one would expect. 
Yes confidence building, yes 
motivating, and yes through 
the development of social 
skills, but also yes, through 

My first trip to Florida, with the 
“Florida 8” was just over 3 years 
ago, when I must confess I was a 
little apprehensive to the challenges 
that lay ahead, especially with 8 
Special Needs children, I hardly 
knew. How wrong could I have 
been, it was and remains such an 
amazing and rewarding experience, 
for us as Committee members and 
also the teachers from the school. 
It’s incredible just how quickly, 
you get to know each child and to 
see the transformation in them, as 
we become like one big family. We 
have our moments, but as the week 
progresses and the trust develops we 
get to see and understand some of the 
challenges that these children have to 
face every day, it certainly makes you 
appreciate what you have.

£6,000 to Inner Sense 
– Drama for special needs 
children 

£20,000 to New Victoria 
Theatre – to purchase 
1,400 pantomime tickets

Special Words About

Magical Memories  
  By Pauline Way, Cwsnf Committee Member 

Wishes Granted

My job on the trip is to ensure that 
the children get the most out of every 
second of each and every day, they 
are away. For many, this will be their 
only chance to experience a flight or 
to travel to a foreign country. With 
a variety of visits during the week, 
we quickly form a strong bond. 
Keeping pace with Gordon is always 
a challenge and one that the children 
love! In their eyes Gordon is the 
“King of the Parks!”
It is a privilege and a joy, to 
experience Florida, with 8 very 
special children. Seeing each child 
conquer and push themselves, 
creating memories that stay with 
them for a lifetime! We encourage 
and support each milestone, as the 
week unfolds! Just getting onto the 
plane is a challenge for some, but by 

the end of their journey, confidence 
has grown and boundaries pushed. 
Special friendships formed.
And when it’s time for us to return 
home, it is always interesting to look 
back on a week of magical memories!
There are so many people and 
organisations to thank who help us 
with this trip:
British Airways, Sofitel Gatwick, 
Florida Villas, David and Collette 
Norbury, Mary-Anne Brown and Ray 
Stines at Universal, Planet Holywood, 
Bucca di Beppo, Seaworld, Discovery 
Cove, Chobham Travel, Mark and 
Hannah Erhli and the Principal at 
Pace Brantley School.

Special Children
Christian Lewis, Special Needs Teacher, The Abbey School

a recognition of the more 
complex needs of some 
of the children we took. 
Working with students 24 
hours a day is completely 
different than working 
with them in a classroom 
setting. It often becomes 
possible to see where they 
need extra help, and why 
things sometimes go wrong 
for them. Since our return 
from Florida we have 
been able to put further 
specialist provision in 
place for several students, 
and this will undoubtedly 
have a long term benefit to 
their futures.       
The nine amazing days are 
packed with new experiences, 
but perhaps none more so 
than simply living as a ‘new 
family’ together, and learning 
to accept each other’s 
differences. As the week 
unfolds those differences 
become more apparent, 
and we learn more about 
the children’s strengths and 
weaknesses. The adults 
present will never forget 
watching the fireworks 
bursting over the moonlit 
Disney castle, as three of the 
eight students simultaneously 
burst into tears over 
completely separate special 
needs issues. None of us 
know when these sorts of 
feelings will arise, but all 
three children had emotional 
needs that required very 
sensitive care and attention. 
Since our return from Florida 
those students have been able 
to talk about difficulties they 
have previously faced in their 
short lives, or are actually 
going through now. Prior to the 
trip they were simply unable 
to do this. The trip costs 
many thousands of pounds, so 
generously donated, but what 
price can you put on a child 
being able to look forward to a 
brighter future?

Memorably on the last day, 
Gordon described the children 
as the best behaved the 
CWSNF had known in the eight 
years of the Florida trip. We 
at The Abbey, on behalf of 
the children, their families, 
and of course ourselves, 
would simply like to thank 
Gordon, Ann and the team for 
letting the children discover 
themselves, and for giving 
them an experience that will 
stay with them forever.  In September 2011, many 

excited adults and children 
turned up at Penny Hill 
Park Hotel and Spa to 
find out if their wishes 
had come true, and the 
charity was delighted to 
present cheques to several 
different organisations, 
enabling them to continue 
their fantastic work with 

special needs children.  In 
total £66,000 was given to 
these great causes.

£10,000 to Stepping 
Stones – Working with 
children with Downs 
Syndrome

£2,000 to a local group 
to train parents to work 
with children with Autism

£3,000 Lindon Bennett 
– to purchase a special 
swing

£25,000 to The Abbey 
School to purchase trikes 
and specialist bikes, 
including a fully fitted 
transport van.
 



The charity is always pleased to 
help with education, but this does 
not necessarily mean in a school or 
classroom.
£5,000 was donated to the 
Brooklands College, Weybridge 
to purchase a special roll cage, a 
special passenger seat, helmets and a 
communication system between the 
driver and student.
Now they have this specialist 
equipment, special needs students 
can attend their Motor Vehicle Study 
Course.

Thanks to the continued 
generosity of Procter and 
Gamble, Brooklands who 
have kindly donated to the 
charity a total of £45,000 
during 2011, we have been 
able to fund the £25,000 
necessary for an amazing 
project, we have been able 

These are two of our main fund 
raising events through the year, and 
we would like to thank everyone who 
contributes to making these events 
the success they are:
A total of £60,000 has been raised, 
we have been entertained by 
wonderful live bands, Mixed Feelings 
and Souled Out, the students from 
The Abbey School sang Christmas 
carols, other entertainers included 
Imagination, The Karen Clarke 
Dancers and the famous Chico from 
X Factor and Dancing On Ice.
If you would like tickets for our 
future events, please see our website:   

Twenty Four teams came together 
for our 17th annual challenge for the 
Ian Hayton Golf Trophy sponsored 
by Foxhills Resort and Spa.  Thank 
you to all the teams who participated 
and as usual teams came in with 
some great scores.  The winning team 

Motor Vehicle Study Course

PEDDLE POWER!

Annual Summer 
& Christmas Balls

IAN HAYTON GOLF DAY

This course has been enhanced from 
vehicle valeting to now include 
vehicle repair, vehicle servicing 
and engineering fabrication. The 
students are also involved in motor 
sport helping to build and prepare the 
college Motor Sport Team cars, prior 
to completion.
The young students will be driven 
by a professional driver around 
particular circuits in one of the cars 
modified for the purpose.
All this work has not only helped the 
students but has developed a bond 

between the driver and the special 
needs students.  These students are 
‘buddied’ by apprentice mechanics 
and engineers at Brooklands College.  

to purchase 12 specialist 
bikes, 3 specialist trykes 
and a Citroen transit van, 
which has been converted 
to safely transport these 
bikes.
The children go to Alice 
Holt Forest and other 
suitable venues to learn 

and develop their cycling 
techniques, including 
safety.
Thank you Procter and 
Gamble for your continued 
support in helping us put a 
smile on tomorrow….today.

www.childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk

members were Paul Chase-Gardener, 
Chris Robbins, Greg Southeard and 
David Duncan – well done guys.
Unfortunately the ‘hole in one’ 
competition was not won on this 
occasion, although a number of 
players got close, the ball just did not 

drop into the hole;  our thanks go to 
Rob Simms and the team at Synter 
Sunningdale for sponsoring the 
traditional prize of a car. 
The day was an outstanding success 
and a total of £25,000 was raised to 
help our special children.

at Foxhills Resort and Spa


