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H.R.H, Countess of Wessex, who is 
known to have a particular interest 
in young people with disabilities 
and special needs, recently visited 

The Abbey School, Farnham to see 
the impact of resources funded by 
The Children with Special Needs 
Foundation for herself. Continued...
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Children With Special  
Needs Foundation 

How You Can Help
The aim of the charity is to raise funds to support individuals, 
groups and schools in their requests for equipment, holidays 
and tuition as well as providing essential care for children 
with special needs in the local area. It also includes assisting 
talented children where there is a proven need.

We work with social workers, doctors, head teachers and other 
professionals who care for children with special needs and visit 
all those we help and discuss with them their future needs.

We carry out all of the above with voluntary help only, making 
sure that all money raised is spent on providing support for  
the children.

We hold several fund raising events throughout the year, and 
the dates are published on our website.  

www.childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk

Three of our main fund raising events are held annually. If you 
would like to support us in any way you can find out more and 
contact us at: info@childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk  
GIFT AID please contact us through our e-mail and we will 
forward a copy of the document to you.

Future Dates
November 18th 2011 Racing Day  
Ascot

December 3rd 2011  Christmas Ball  
Wentworth Club, Surrey

May 15th 2012  Charity Golf Day 
Foxhills Resort and Spa

June 23rd 2012 Summer Ball 
Wentworth Club, Surrey
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Now as we celebrate the start 

of our 17th year as a charity 
we are so grateful to the 
many individuals, groups and 
businesses who have helped 
us achieve so much for our 
special children.
We continue to be surprised by 

the level of financial help we 
are given and it really does help 

us with our motto “putting a 
smile on tomorrow – today”.  
We are most fortunate to 
have so many hard working and 
supportive Patrons who are 
always willing to lend a helping 

hand and to pass on our name 
to anyone they can who they 
feel might be able to assist us.  

Our pantomime at the New 
Victoria Theatre, Woking always 

proves a tremendous success 

and we saw 1400 special 
children and their parents start 

off their Christmas Break in 
a very cheerful way.   This 
year the theatre was full 
of twinkling hats, pirates 
and cowboys thanks to the 
generosity of Smiffy’s.
Our two mobile homes at 
Church Farm, Pagham will be 
fully occupied for the coming 
season and from the letters 
we receive the families really 
appreciate the facilities at the 
Park and the mobile homes 
themselves.  
We very much appreciated HRH 

The Countess of Wessex 
visiting The Abbey School in 
Farnham and what a tremendous 

boost that gave not only the 
children, but the Head Teacher 

and Staff.  HRH met 
the children who had 
been to Florida the 
previous September 
and they all enjoyed talking 
about Harry Potter and the 
new ride!
The Committee have much 
pleasure in raising funds to 
help children in Surrey, North 
Hampshire and East Berkshire 
and are extremely grateful for 
all the support we are given.
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Our thanks to the following for the photographs in 
this newsletter.
Surrey Advertiser, Camberley News,  
and Jackie Lawton

If you are considering raising money for the 

charity, please check the Virgin Money Giving 

website as a way to handle your sponsorship

www.virginmoneygiving.com
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During her visit, the Countess met 
CWSNF committee members and 
volunteers and specially invited 
guests as well as Abbey School staff 
and students. She took a conducted 
tour of the school, including a number 
of lessons taking place and talked 
to some of the students about their 
experiences on off-site educational 
visits and the ways they use the ICT 
and other equipment sponsored by the 
CWSNF.
The students, who were both nervous 
and excited, were a real credit to the 
school and their families, speaking 
confidently and politely to our special 
guests.

During a practical Design Technology 
lesson involving drilling and painting 
using equipment paid for by the 
CWSNF, the Countess spoke to all 
the students. Despite the falling 
snow, the party moved on to the 
quad, where students were potting up 

plants (the charity has funded much 
of the horticulture equipment used by 
the school and the gardening club) 
a potted plant was then presented 
to the Countess. The Countess 
promised to give it pride of place 
in her conservatory at home. Next, 
a film was shown of the recent trip 
to Florida which was supported 
both financially and physically by 
CWSNF. Students were delighted 
to be able to describe the new Harry 
Potter rides which were not open 
when the Countess visited herself. 
Finally all students, staff and visitors 
convened in the hall where students 
explained exactly how CWSNF 
donations have benefited them and 
Her Royal Highness was invited 
to sign the visitors’ book. When 
it came to unveiling the special 
plaque commemorating her visit, the 
Countess invited Amy (Year 7) to 
give her a hand.
After the formal farewells, Mr David 
Neal-Smith, Chair of Governors at 
the school, expressed the views of 
many:
“Most importantly, the Countess 
came to see our students and I have 
to say I felt so proud going around 
the school this morning. The students 
were an absolute credit to themselves 
and the school as a whole. They were 
so polite but also their character and 
charm shone through, which is what 
everyone wants to see. I was very 
moved by the presentation in the hall 

… please pass 
on my personal 
thanks to our students; 
I was very impressed how they rose 
to the occasion.
 (The CWSNF) is such a tremendous 
supporter and Gordon Parris said 
how delighted he was to see the 
contributions from the charity put to 
such good use in the things we have 
done and purchased … and
 seeing the film of last year’s visit to 
Florida demonstrates how valuable 
such activities are.”
Head teacher, Chris Gardiner, added:
“The school has an extremely 
professional and dedicated team of 
teachers and assistants committed to 
helping our students make the best 
progress they can here and prepare 
them for adult life. The funding 
from the CWSNF has given them 
vital tools to help achieve this – 
things we simply could not afford 
within the school budget…We were 
delighted and honoured to welcome 
Her Royal Highness so she can see 
just how much the students benefit as 
result of the sponsorship secured by 
the Foundation” 

THANK YOU FOR 
CHOOSING OUR 
CHARITY

Royal
Appointment

08 December 2010

“We were delighted and honoured to  

welcome Her Royal Highness so she can see just 

how much the students benefit as result of the 

sponsorship secured by the Foundation” 

“The school has an extremely professional 

and dedicated team of teachers and assistants 

committed to helping our students”
Head teacher, Chris Gardiner
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Students from Abbey School, 
Farnham, and Carwarden House 
School, Camberley recently 
went on a coach trip to London. 
The highlight of the day was 
a flight on the London Eye to 
enjoy spectacular views of the 
capital on what turned out to be 
a clear and sunny day.
Our thanks as always to 
Gordon, Ann and all the team 
at the CWSNF who help to 
transform so many of our 
young students lives.

CWSNF has a long history of 
helping Jigsaw at key moments 
in its development!  Around 10 
years ago, shortly after Jigsaw first 
opened its doors, CWSNF supported 
the running costs of its very first 
minibus.  Two years ago, Jigsaw 
expanded into a new site on Dunsfold 
Park, near Cranleigh in Surrey to 
accommodate more students and 
CWSNF provided them with a wide 
range of educational resources from 
interactive whiteboards and IT 
programmes, through to products 
aimed at helping co-ordination and 
fine motor skills.  This year, having 
taken on a third building on Dunsfold 
Park to create space for a dedicated 
6th Form space and additional 
classrooms, CWSNF donated £4,400 

“Just a short note to say a 
very BIG THANK YOU!! for 
the lovely trike for Alex.  He 
has already had so much fun 
riding it in our local park and 
is managing to control his 
steering because he is not 
worrying about the balance.  
It is lovely to see him riding 
so independently.
His huge grin in this photo 
shows how much he is 
enjoying himself on his new 

A BRAVE MAN 
INDEED
What a way to raise 
funds for the charity, 
Dave Smith braved 
the clouds and did a 
sky dive – thank you 
so much.

STUDENTS VISIT THE ‘CAPITAL’

Happy Retirement
The charity has known John 
Cope, Head Teacher at Carwarden 
Community School, Camberley since 
we founded the charity 17 years ago.  
John is a remarkable man, achieving 
so much for his students and we 
wish him well in his much deserved 
retirement at the end of this term.  He 
has been an inspiration to his students 
and has made sure that they have 
received tremendous tuition and have 

benefitted from the extra curriculum 
which he has been able to arrange.  
The Children With Special Needs 
Foundation has been so pleased to be 
able to help John’s school by providing 
mini buses, IT equipment, gardening 
and music equipment as well as special 
holidays, the last one of which for John 
is a two night trip to Alton Towers.  All 
of us from the charity wish you a very 
happy retirement.

to set up an entire classroom.  The 
funds were used to purchase essential 
basic equipment such as desks and 
chairs specifically tailored to each 
student’s individual needs as well as 
a fantastic new interactive whiteboard 
to encourage students’ focus learning 

and also their interaction with peers.  
Laptops were also purchased for 
the classroom allowing the children 
to practice and improve on their IT 
skills including typing and browsing 
the web.  For some non-verbal pupils, 
the laptops are also used as a means 
of communication to support their 
educational development.  The new 
classroom has been instrumental 
in the growth and development of 
The Jigsaw CABAS® School and 
will benefit many students passing 
through the school for years to come.    
As Kate Grant, Executive Head 
at Jigsaw CABAS® School says, 
“Without the support of organisations 
such as CWSNF, Jigsaw would be 
unable to support so many children 
diagnosed with autism spectrum 
disorders.  We are tremendously 
grateful, and appreciative of their 
generosity and kindness.”

Last year we were delighted to provide 
the funds to purchase a special trampoline 
for Gemma which will help build up her 
muscles through exercise.  As you can see 
she is having lots of fun....

Gemma ☛

trike!  I hope you can pass our 
thanks onto all those involved 
in the charity and the 
funding.  Alex was so 
excited when he saw the 
trike that he actually 
bent down to kiss it.

Thank you again.
‘The Hutchings’

A VERY HAPPY BOY

Continued Support
THIS TrIP 
WAS KINDLY 
DONATED 
BY THANDI 
WOOLDrIDGE 
AND FAmILY



SAFE SPACE FOR HARRYHANDICAMP 2010 £3,000 donated.

Harry suffers with 49 XXXXY 
Autism spectrum disorder which 
means he needs a calm space 
for times when he is troubled 
and anxious, which can result 
in a variety of challenging 
behaviours.

PANTO TIME ONCE AGAIN

During a warm, sunny weekend 
last September, over 60 Explorer 
Scouts and children with 
special needs from various 
organisations converged on 
Woodlarks Campsite in Farnham 
for a weekend of fun challenges.
All the young people camped 
in tents and the scouts were 
‘buddied’ and looked after the 
pupils for the whole weekend.  
They all took part in new and 
exciting challenging activities 
including climbing, abseiling, 
backwoods cooking over open 
fires; they tried their hand 
at kayaking, rafting, air rifle 
shooting and archery.
For many pupils this was their 
first time away from their 
families, and fun was had by all.

SAND MARTINS – 
UPDATE - GOLF FOR 
SPECIAL NEEDS 
CHILDREN
Last year we were invited to take 40 children along 
to Sand martins Golf Club, Wokingham to give them 
the experience of golf, and it turned out to be a 
great day.  The club selected children to receive a 
scholarship to enable them to pursue the game of 
golf further at the club.
Katie and Lewis at the official presentation by  
Alan Leason 2010 club Captain and rita Ellis 2010 
Ladies Captain.

It was great to see so many 
families once again visit the 
New Victoria Theatre in Woking 
for the annual Christmas 
pantomime.  As ever we would 
like to thank our sponsors 

Waitrose managers - Surrey, 
Procter and Gamble and Foxhills 
resort and Spa.
£20,000 is needed to buy 1400 
tickets – thank you for your 
continued support.

members of the England rugby 
team took time out from their 
busy schedule to help raise 
funds for us.

Players Nick Easter, Danny 
Care and Lewis moody joined 
manager martin Johnson at our 
charity fundraising dinner at 
Pennyhill Park Hotel and Spa, 
Bagshot, Surrey.
The team were joined by Chris 
Evans who hosted the evening 
and compered the auction.  
Auction items included a guitar 
signed by Paul mcCartney, visit 
to the BBC radio show, and a 
chance for four people to join 
the England Team for a training 

session followed by lunch, and 
many more wonderful items – 
thank you to everyone for their 
generosity; a total of £16,000 
was raised from the evening and 
these funds are divided between 
our charity and Going for Gold 
which is helping athletes from 
Camberley Judo Centre hoping to 
make an impact at 
the 2012 London 
Olympics.

SUPPORTED BY MEMBERS  
OF THE ENGLAND RUGBY TEAM

The Safespace which we have 
provided for Harry is a room 
within a room with window and 
doors, to match those of a house.  
It is built of soft materials which 
enables Harry to be safe and 
feel secure and includes some 
sensory equipment too.  We are 
delighted that providing this 

specialist piece of equipment 
has improved the quality of life 
for all the family.
Our special thanks go to mr 
and mrs Tony Patterson of 
Frimley for their kind donation 
towards the £6K and also to 
Penny Paisley and Family for 
their donation in memory of 
Chris Paisley a dear husband 
and father.



X-FACTOR TOUR AT 
WEMBLEY
It always gives us the greatest pleasure to be able to give 
children the opportunity to experience something different, 
and this was definitely one of those occasions.  Several 
children from the Berkshire County Blind Society went to 
Wembley Arena to see X-Factor on tour
‘Everyone had a fantastic day and our members were 
thrilled to bits to be invited.  Outings such as these give 
them something very special to look forward to.  Several of 
the young people I brought along with me have had a very 
rough time recently due to complications with their visual 
impairments so I felt they all deserved a treat.  They have 
all asked me to pass on their thanks to you and your team’ – 
with best wishes Amanda

Not just fun in the sun! 
It would be all too easy to dismiss 
our Florida residential trips as just 
a break in the sun and the chance 
to ride on a few fast roller coasters 
for a lucky few. Christian Lewis, a 
teacher at The Abbey special needs 
school explains why these residential 
experiences go far deeper than might 
first appear.

“Dolphins, roller coasters, whale 
shows, air boat rides, swimming 
pools!  Yes, the 8 children who went 
to Florida last September with the 
CWSNF were incredibly lucky, but 
they gained so much more than just 
thrills and spills. 
Living in a house together for 8 days 
in a ‘new’ family unit for many of 
the children meant learning new life 
skills. Getting up, getting dressed in 
clean clothes, working out how to 
go through the bathroom/shower in a 
rota, and how to make their beds were 
new adventures for many! Incredibly 
for others it was a chance for some 
respite from the care they themselves 
have to provide others in their own 
homes.   
Preparing food, helping each other 
with choices, washing up and keeping 
things tidy were all expectations the 
children had to meet. Although a 
special school 85% of our children 
will have to live and function in 
mainstream society when they leave 
The Abbey. Trips like this can be 
invaluable in giving children greater 

‘Thank you seems so inadequate for 
the wonderful gift you have given 
Jack.  He would never have been 
able to keep up with his friends in 
the NHS wheelchair due to its size 
and weight.  He became fatigued 
and frustrated very quickly and had 

HARD AT WORK 
 
All those Goodie Bags that we give away at 
the fun fair, pantomime and our golf day have 
to be made up somehow, and oh yes it is time 
for the committee to fill those bags.

NEW WHEELCHAIRS 
FOR JACK AND LEWIS

no independence as the wheelchair 
tipped over on uneven surfaces.
The new wheelchair is amazing!!! 
I realised the weight would make 
things easier for Jack but the design 
and angle the wheels are set at 
make it incredibly easy for Jack to 

manoeuvre.
Today in the 
playground Jack 
played ‘IT’ with 
his friends …. I 
had a huge lump in 
my throat, before 
he would never 
have been asked 
to join in as it took 
him too long to get 
anywhere.  It was 
lovely seeing him 
being chased by his 
friends.  Just like 
any other child his 

age.  The wheelchair is fantastic – 
thank you for this wonderful gift’ 
Lewis has Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus, and can only walk a 
short distance of approximately 20 
metres, and therefore a wheelchair 
is an essential part of his life.  Lewis 
is a very sporty child and loves to 
play catch and watch rugby and 
cricket.  For these reasons Lewis 
required a much more manoeuvrable 
wheelchair, and it was with the 
greatest of pleasure that we were 
able to donate a wonderful new 
wheelchair to Lewis to encourage 
him to live a healthy and active 
lifestyle, and become much more 
independent.
Each of these wheelchairs cost 
£2,200 and we would like to thank 
the members of Wentworth Club 
(captain’s charity fund 2009) for 
funding this project.

Dunston IT based in Aldershot has chosen us as 
the charity they wish to represent in their fund 
raising year.
Thank you for presenting us with a cheque your 
first donation of £500.
Good Luck 

Dunston IT raises funds

This seems to have become an annual event, and what a 
pleasure it gives us all when we hear how the pupils enjoy the 
trip and how it changes their lives.

confidence in their own ability and 
also help them foster an increased 
sense of self responsibility. 
Nearly a year on and the effects 
of Florida can still be seen in the 
8 children who went on the trip of 
a lifetime. They have a strong and 
trusting bond both with each other 
and with the members of staff from 
school who accompanied them. For 
many of the children the relationships 
they formed with the CWSNF 
team were the first friendships with 
adults they will have made, and this 
itself is an invaluable life skill. The 
experience without exception helped 
them to mature, whilst at the same 
time let them just be themselves. 
The trip will live forever in the hearts 
and minds of  those who enjoyed 

so many rich 
experiences, the best 
of all simply being 
together to share 
them. 
On 10th May 2011, 
it was with the 
greatest pleasure 
that eight special 
needs children from 
The Abbey School, 

Farnham were told by teachers that 
they had been chosen this year to go 
on the Florida trip.
Like their peers before them, they 
will have a brilliant time visiting the 
Magic Kingdom, Universal Studios, 
Harry Potter Land, Sea World, Gator 
land and a very special opportunity to 
swim with the dolphins at Discovery 
Cove.
We are extremely grateful to Thandi 
Wooldridge and her family for 
donating the funds for the airline 
tickets, and for everyone who 
attended the charity fund raising 
evening at Mings Restaurant, 
London Road, Windlesham, hosted 
by Michael Lee; the evening raised 
in excess of £5,000 towards sending 
these children to Florida.

OFF TO FLORIDA  
ONCE AGAIN

✈

✈



Once again we have to say a huge thank 
you to Billy Davis and his family for 
donating two hours of free rides to our 
special needs children and their families.  
The rain stayed away for us that morning 
and it was lovely to see so many children 
having a great time – a fun packed 
morning for all.  

Once again we would like to thank 
everyone for attending our Christmas 
Ball, the evening was a great success, 
we were entertained by ‘String Fever’ 
and danced the evening away to the 
live band ‘China Grove’ our auction 
was compered by Anthony Edwards 
of Edwards and Elliott’s; we raised 
£25,000 which will all go to helping 
our special needs children.
If you would like to join us at one of 
our fundraising events, please see our 
website for future dates: 

www.Childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk

IT’S FUN FAIR 
TIME AGAIN

Charity Annual
Christmas Ball

The charity donated £2,800 towards 
this creative art weeks, as you will 
read, many children have enjoyed and 
benefitted from this wonderful week.
Bloomin’ Arts came in to do ‘A 
play in a week’. They worked with 
the same group of students first 
thing every morning on drama, and 
produced a play. During the middle 
part of the morning each day they 
worked with a group of students on 
props and scenery. In the afternoons 
they held a dance and movement 
class with a focus on belly dancing. 
They had a different group of 
students each afternoon. It is felt 
that it was great to have a workshop 
that ran throughout the week and 
ended with a performance. It gave the 
students taking part some consistency 
and of course a sense of achievement 
at the end. The belly dancing sessions 
were enjoyed by all and the Bloomin’ 
Arts artists were fully adaptable to 
the needs of the students. We would 
definitely like to have them back next 
time!
The concentration and attention of 

CREATIVE ARTS WEEK
AT THE RIDGEWAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Children with Special Needs is a charity close to 
Foxhills heart over the many years it has supported 
us.  Spring 2010 saw the sad passing of Foxhill’s dear 
Chairman Ian Hayton.  After 15 years as a patron for the 
charity with his wife Pam; their son Marc Hayton pleaded 
to continue Ian’s legacy and loyalty to the charity and as 
a result fund raising events throughout the summer were 
was organised.
Marc Hayton, has taken over the reins as Patron and said 
“like Dad I am humbled by the work the charity does, 
especially Ann and the irrepressible Gordon Parris.  These 
children are among the most deserving of our support and 
I know they are in great hands with Children With Special 
Needs”.
Over 50 members participated in a ‘back to school’ day and an 
Aerobathon, from these events and the annual golf day held at  
Foxhills resort and spa we raised over 
£25,000 For our speCial Children – thank you

FOXHILLS RESORT AND SPA 
RAISE OVER £25,000 FOR 
OUR SPECIAL CHILDREN.

the students during all the workshops 
proves the enjoyment that was being 
had. Not to mention team work!
Jennifer Mellor came in to offer 
Jo Jingles music to our younger 
students. The feedback was total 
engagement and definite enjoyment.
Oily cart was a success with our 
PMLD students. Students were 
reported to be reaching out, head 
turning and giving beautiful 
responses during the sensory shows.
Smaller workshops ran such as rag 
rugging, ceramics, marbelling and 
papier mache. All students appeared 
focused with great concentration.
Throughout the week there was a 

great atmosphere in school and seeing 
the students gain so much enjoyment 
was a real joy to staff.
Dressing up at the end of the week 
produced much enthusiasm also!


